
How did Mount Erie 

get its name?
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Wilkes Expedition

The United States dispatched an ambitious 

mission to uncharted oceans in 1838, six 

U.S. Navy vessels set out on a great voyage 

of exploration. Aboard were several 

hundred seamen and scientists under the 

command of Lt. Charles Wilkes. 
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In 1841,Wilkes' 

detailed map of 

the Oregon 

Territory was 

published, and 

many names 

applied by other 

explorers were 

changed by 

Wilkes to reflect 

U.S. history.



Mount Erie, elevation 1,273 feet, located in the west 
central area of  Fidalgo Island, was named by Wilkes for 
the Battle of  Lake Erie, won by Commodore Oliver 
Hazard Perry during the War of  1812. 

Mount Erie is composed primarily of  167 million year 
old diorite, a hard igneous rock favored by rock 
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